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The paternal relation of Qod to man

was the basis of that rellfjion whloh
appealed directly to the heart; so the
fraternity of each man with his fel¬
low was Its practical application.

.Bayard Taylor.

The West Virginia Debt.
Hon. John B. Moon, chairman of tho

Debt Commission, appointed several

years ago by the Legislature, to malic,

by and with the advlco and approval
of tho attorney-general, a settlement
-»¡til West Virginia:.'or her part of the

old Virginia debt, .contributes to the

Chàrlottcsvlllo l'rogieas an Instructive
article on that subject. Mr. Moon gives
a review of tho case, showing that in

3S73, when tho debt ws $45,000,000. Virginia
enacted a la'w assuming two-thirds of it

us her share and issuing certificates for

tho remaining third, to tho effect that
thevo was due the holder so much money,

being one-third of tho bond or bonds

funded, which ivotild be paid In accord¬
ance- with a; settlement to bo had bo-

tween Virginia and West Virginia. "It

vins expected," says -Mr. Moon, "that

"West¦¦ Virginia would take caro of this

third of the debt, but tho certificates did
not specify that A'lrginla' was released.

They were in part Issued by tho State

of Virginia and signed by her treasurer,
and arC/known ¡i3 Virginia deferred cer¬

tificates'. About $12,700,000 of them are

h» the hands of the puMtc. and some¬

thing over ?2,5OO,O00 have 1*mn taken In

nnd aro held'by Virginia ¡is parts of the

sinking and. literary funds. As is well

-known, Virginia has attempted from
time to timo to negotiate a settlement
with West Virginia, but all in vatn. West

Virginia bus persistently refused to ns-

fiumo any part of tho debt, although
when the State was formed In 1S03, it
.nas provided in the Constitution under

which she wiis admitted Into the Union,
that she must pay her just share.
Thiî holders of these certificates are

not permitted to bring suit on their own
account against .West Virginia, but ono

State may sue''hnOthei'l "and some years
ago," says ilir. "Moon, "a majority of. the
certificate holders mode a proposition
to Virginia that If slio would suo West
Virginia and force a settlement, they
would bear all the expenses of such a

suit and would accept whatever Virginia
realized from West Virginia In full set¬
tlement of their claims, thus releasing
Virginia from all possible liability. Tho
Législature of Virginia, acting on this
suggestion, constituted a commission,
who, with tho advlco and approval of
the attorney-general, wer0 authorized to
bring such a suit if two-thirds of tho cer¬
tificate holder» came Into the arrange¬
ment. Since that timo something over
H1.OM.0W), out of tho total of $_, 700,00
of certificates out standing In the hands
of the ubllc, havo been brought Into this
arrangement, thus making nearly eleven-
twelfths instead of two-thirds of the
whole issue outstanding; and these certi¬
ficates havo been deposited subject to
tho order of the commission a'nd attor¬
ney-general, and are now hold on de¬
posit by them, This result was worked
out by Messrs. Brown Bros., of New
Tork. one of the oldest banking houses
Ifl the United States.
"So as life matter now stands, if Vir¬

ginia carries out her part of this nr-
riuiiremeiit she will not only get her pro
rata of what Is duo by Wost Virginia
on the Î2fXX»,OO0 of certificates which she.
herself, holds, but will be protected froni
any liability on the remainder of the
certificates.
"But if this arrangement Is not car¬

ried out, suits will undoubtedly ho
promptly hrouaht against both Virginia
and West Virginia under the nets of
South Dakota and New York with se-
ri'-uK duii'rer of throwing a heavy liability
»"i Virginia In collection with these, Cfr'.
1'iir-n'cn: and. lnded. if tho contention
f-r Vest Virginia bo corerct, it would
'"'"Mr that Virginia would bo liable for
111" whole of them. The Institution or
k'-<'» suits has ho far only been restrain-
pi by the prospect thai Virginia herself,
Will HUO."

From our understanding of the p.xrfie-
n.i-rit between the Virginia Debt Com-
mlSKion and the committed representing
Hi»-» holders of these certificates, Vir¬
ginia la amply protected, provided tho
Supreme Court of tho United States -¡hall
finally determine that Vfeat Virginia is
liable for any part of t!if> unfunded del«,
for under ihe agreement tho certificate
holders obiigate ''themmolves to receive
such amouut lu full iliuchaigo of the
obligation, so far us Virginia Is con-

rernc-d, hX.ä release lior forever. The
only dancer we see Is that the court
may decide that "West Virginia is not

>ÍSÍatJStL.MV part tun) i\»UXl¡iMU

la »able íof all. It «o, the situation for
Virginia would b* serious, Inteed. But, a«
Mr. Mbon points out, the debt of the orlgl-
r,ai state wascohtrncted for the construc¬
tion at railways, turnpikes, ennuis,
bridges, Improvements In navigable
streams and like matters, and several
millions of It was expohded in thé ter¬
ritory now constituting West Virginia.
In fact that tho larger portion of It wor*
expended In the construction oí lines
like the Chesapeake and Ohio and Nor¬
folk ahd Western from Tidewater to¬
ward "West Virginia, with a view of
developing her mineral resources, and
the subséquent completion of these linos
through, tho State has been largely In¬
strumental In so increasing her taxable
values that they now probably exceed
those of Virginia. It hardly seems pos¬
sible, therefore, ho concludes, that any
fair-minded man would say that West
Virginia could havo had all those mil¬
lions spent by the old State for her bene¬
fit, and yet not be liable for a Cent of
the debt, but lcavo tho wholo of it to be

paid by tho State of Virginia, now con¬

stituting tilt a' part ot the original State.
If this suit had not been undertaken
on tho part of Virginia, It would havo
been undertaken on the part of some of
the certificate holders, and a law was

enacted In Now York, for this express
purpose, It Is believed, giving that State
authority to sue any other State on any
obligations of such Stato that Now York
might hold. Some ot these ccrtlficato
holders would have given to New York
a portion of their certificates, suit would
then havo been entered against Virginia
.and West Virginia and judgment, if ob¬
tained In one case, would have applied to
all. In that event it might ha%-o been
determined in tho final decision that Vir¬
ginia' was Hablo for a considerable part
of th0 outstanding certificates with In¬
terest, but under the present agreement,
even If the court should decide that Vir¬
ginia was responsible for any part, sho
would not fc-e liable to the certificate
holders for tho reason already nained
that under the contract between the Vir¬
ginia commission nnd the committee of
the certificate holders the latter will
ncoept in full settlement any sum which
the court may ascertain to be clue by
West Virginia.
Of course, Virginia would have pre¬

ferred to let alone, but she could not
do so. She is under moral and legal
obligation to aid the certificate holders
In collecting their olalm against West
Virginia, and as a suit was inevitable,
it seemed to tho commissioners and'the
attorney-general! better for Virginia to
bo plaintiff -than defendant; better foi"
her tb make terms with the creditors
nnd bring suit for them, than to forco
them to make a deal with somo other
State and through that State bring suit
against Virginia,.

The RoacTTaxT
For years this paper urged the Legis¬lature to amend the law so as to re¬

quire tho board of supervisors in each
county to publish in tho county paperafter each meeting a statement showingrecolpts and disbursements of the six
months next precedings. ¿ne law was
so amended and publication is now re-
quired. But tho Amherst Progress saysthat the statement published in ,' that
paper on December 7th did not include
tho disbursement of the district road
fund, Our contemporary further saysthat tho amount of district taxes in Am¬
herst for road Improvement, apportioned
among- the several districts 'according to
assessed value of property in jeaeh, is
approximately $6,250.
This sum is spent In the respective dis¬

tricts on tho roads of each district, tyid,
though the warrants on this fund are
allowed by tho whole board of super-
vliiors, for all practical purposes, the dis¬
bursements of the district road fund are
in tho hands of tue Individual supervisor
for each district.
This Is ..an old practice. The supervisor

for each district gels his part of tho road
fund, spends It as ho pleases and ac¬
counts to nobody except In the aggre¬
gate. It Js a vicious practice wherever
It may be In voguo and should bo re¬
formed. As the Progress well says, each
supervisor should bo required to print
an itemized statement, showing how every
dollar of the road fund Is expended. That
is tho object of the law arm tho law
should bo enforced. If tho supervisors
In A¡mherst on any other county refuse
to make such exhibits wo commend citi¬
zens Interested'to tho concluding clauso
of tho Ret, which sayB: "it shall bo the
duly of tho judge of'the Circuit Court,
ut the term of tho said court next sue-
ceedlng- tho two annual meetings of the
board of supervisors,' to Instruct the grand
jury to ascertain If the statements hero¬
in required to bo published havo been
published according to law, and if the
grand Jury shall pacértela that said
statements havo not been published, then
indictments shall bo found against each
of the several tuemhors of the board, and
on conviction, they shall bedecmed guil¬
ty of a irilsdemoanor'aml shall bo lluod
not leas than ton dollars nor moro Uhari
ono hundred dollar?."
Tho lasv Is designed to compel tho su¬

pervisors to show tho people1 just how
public, funds are disbursed and tho tux-4
payers should see to It that tho super-,
visors comply. It Is of especial In.np.r!»
anco that the disbursement of tho roud
fund should bo publlshod In detail. If
all the money which the people raise
for this purpose were Jldlclously and
economically expended, wte roads would
bo greatly improved without any addi¬
tional levy,

New Year's Resolutions.
Don't niolio 'em unless you are sure

you've got buckbotie enough to keep them
.we mean those good resolut ons you are (contemplating..Sulem Tlmes-iteg'H'.er. I
That advice is not as sound as tho coun¬

sel of our esteemed cnntciuporary usually
Is, It Is better to have tiled and failed
than never to have tried at all. One cor-

tulnly cannot succeed unless one tries, A,
Ktclunond preacher remarked the other
day that a man In the gutter could
not full, because ho wag as low as' ho
could get. There can be no progress or

uplift without endeavor, and endeavor
must bo bottomed with resolve. Wo may

| not be able tó"rea^hJ«mw,^^»-,'r*wt-we'*

shall do worse If wo havo no Ideals at
all and never aspiro to a higher es¬
tate.
"Then he which received tho on« talent

cnmo and said, Lord, I knew thee that
thott art an hard man, reaping where
thou hast not sown, and gathering where
thou hast not strawod.
"And 1 was afraid and went fthd hid

thy talent in the earth¡ lo, there thou hast
that is thine.
"His lord answered and said unto him,

thou wicked and slothful servant.'
I Of course our Salcm contemporary decs
not mean to encourage slottifulncss or to
discourage endeavor, but it's New Year's
.idvlco Is misleading. Let us not be sloth-
ful or afraid. Let us make our guod re¬

solves, not on New Year's day only, but
on every day In tho year. Let us keep
them if wo can, but in any event let us

keep on resolving and trying. The Lord
hns great respect for good Intent.onn. So
far from being- paving stones to perdi¬
tion, they are as stepping Btoncs to Para¬
dise.

Insurance Kates.
Jn a series of articles on life Insurance,

The Timcs-Dlspalcli pointed out tho con-
Isldcrablo difference In the charges for
participating and non-partlclpating poli¬
cies. An article in the same lino appears
In the last lssuo of the Now York Inde¬
pendent, ll Í3 written by Professor Miles
M. Dtuvson under the title: "Are Not
Lifo Insurance Premiums Too High?" At
the outset Mr. Da'wson calls attention to
tho following tublo of. notes given ,by ti
well known company:
Age. participating. Non-Participating.
*-*> $18.40 $15.01

35 20.1-1 16.-II*
30 .'. 22.8.5 .8.74

352Ü..S 21.70
40 m R0.94 25.62

45 .".-,.-87.08 ÎJO.îX)
SO45.45 38.1-1

G5E6.9.! 4S.10
GO72.S.Í C1.94

"Under thé foregoing scalo bf nón-pártl-
clpallng premiums,", saj^hc, "the com¬
pany In question maintains the highest
reserves known to lite "Insurance In
America, higher also, it should bo noted,
for five years nt least than It can put
up out of tho premiums after the meeting
of mortality cost and the expenses, in¬
cluding cost of procurement; but that
applies to its participating-rates as well,
dividends being annual." Ho concludes,
therefore, that the non-participating ratea
must bo amply adequate, yet they are

fully 20 per cent, lower than the parti¬
cipating premiums.' The non-participating
rates are believed by .the officers of the
company to be largo enough to cover all
necessary expenses, meet all mortality
costs, make good and provide this high
reserve after about the "fifth year and
afford a good margin of profit. What
more, ho asks, is desired or desirable in
a participating premium?
It is not denied that the non-participat¬

ing rates are high enough for safety and
to pay the face value of every policy at
maturity. If this be not true, then par¬
ticipating insurance Is fraudulent, for tho
man who holds a participating policy may
reasonably, expect to rocelve' in dividends
a sum at least as largo as the excess of
rate which he pays. In fact, ho expects
to receive in dividends more than ho'pays
in the way of excess, otherwise surely,
he would take a non-partlclpating polioy.
"Of course," says Mr. Damson, "every¬

body is conscious that if he wero going-
to purchase life Insurance at ä "fixed
premium without the expectation of divt-
dends lie would want a lower rate; and It
may bo acknowledged that this variance
in premium ratee Is Intended'to accommo-
dato that view.
"But why should not a mutual corn-

pany, for Instance; sell the Insurance at
as close margins as posslblo consistent
with safety, thus giving, a rate as low as
a stock company can, and then underbid
the latter by giving in dividends' what¬
ever profit is realizod?"
The promises 'of life Insurance com¬

panies to participating policy holders
havo been very flattering, but have these

¡promises Ibeen redeemed? Htvve such
policies received dividends that would
justify tho excess of rate? We cannot
speak by authority, but we doubt If they
have, and we believe that the time will
come when participating; insurance will
bo abandoned. It l3 tempting, but wo

do not see how it can appeal to tho dis¬
creet business man. Tako an Illustration:
A man at 40 buys a SUO.OOO policy on tho
participating plan, tho rate would bo
$300.40; on tho non-partlclpating plan it
would bo ,256.20. Here is a difference of
$53.20 a year in favor of tho non-particl-
patlng policy, enough to carry $2,000 wortli
of insurance. In other words ho can carry
on tho non-particlpatlng plan $12,000 worth
of Insurance for what $10,000 would cost
on tho participating plan. Now the face
value of..hls policy is, guaranteed, whllo
the dividend is a matter of promise. Is
It not, therefore, bettor for lilm to save

the dlffereuco of $03 á year and Inv'ost It
in something elao or invest It In more

non-partlclpating insurance than to ¿uni
it over to the Insurance company for

promised dividends Which may or may
not bo forthcoming?
Hut Mr. Dawson's contention Is that

tho non-partlclpating rate Is amply high
to'provide for all expenses, Including u

fair profit to t"° stockholders, pay tho
policios us they mature and still have a

comfortable surplus.

Chancellor Hill.
The death of Chancellor AS'altor 13. Hill,

of-the University of Goorgla, Is a serious
loss to education.
"Ho was ono of tho loaders," says tho

Now York Tribune, "In the movement to
solve tho great and difficult education^
problem forced upon tho Southern Status
by tholr rural conditions and thu pres¬
ence of a vast number of untrained ne¬
groes. Persuasivo In manner und concilia¬
tory In disposition, ho was lurjely Inllu-
ontlul In removing pwJudlco and convine-

t Ing his people of the necessity of guard-
j Ing their own 'clvlflsiution and securing
their own ndyahcemnit by liberal and
equal provision for sriiools. Ilia opposl-
tlon was instrumental In defeating nil
schemes to starve the licgro schools in
Georgia by restricting their .revenues to
taxes paid by negro-*.-», nnd his voice vym*
potent there and ebowhero In inducing
I ho rural communltlcH to voto larger sums
in proportion to tiiHr wealth for tho

'education of. their-children. He was a
loyal Southerner-,- trim to tho traditions
»if his own people, nnd working not for
the overthrow of Southern Ideals, but
for their evolution, to glvo the South Its
duo Intellectual and ¡economic weight
In tho uffnlrs of tho nailon and tho
world."
This Is a noblo tríbulo from a Northern

nowspaper to a Southern scholar, and Is
tho moro notnblo because It Is written, we
dohbt not, by tí. hum who has taken an
active jmrt In the Southern educational
movement, and who.had opportunity to
know Chancellor Hill nnd seo his work.
Mi'. Ulli was Indeed a true Southerner,
but ho was not a bigot, and his education
ruvo him breadth of view. Ho know
that tho education of all ,tho people,
blacks as well as whites,'was tho first
slop In tho solution of nil our "problems,"
and hitherto lie directed his energies and
hitherto ho consecrated his life.

"The Great Expectation."
(Selected for The Tlmcs-Dlspatch.)
"Lot your moderation bo known unto

nil men. Tho.Lord Is nt hand.".« FhlJ.
lv: -I.

It Is not easy to decido Just what the
apostles expected with refcronco to tho
second coming of tho Lord. Some¬
times It scomod us If they looked to
sco immediately tho oponlng sky and
tho descending ^"chariot. At other times,
with a moro genera] faith, they seemed to
anticipate (what has coma to pass) tho
gradual and spiritual occupation of tho
standards and- purposes of human life
by tho spirit of Jesus; to bo quickened
at nomo futuro day and brought to some
great consummation which will center
about IIIm and crown Him as tho
Master and King of tho world.
Soniotlmes ono of theso thoughts and

sometimes the other seemed to bo.tho .in-.
tlcipation of :,'St. Paul. , But whatcvor
tho. form, tho great, fact remains that
tho disciples 'were always expecting.
Their look was always forward, and
they found abundant clearness and In¬
spiration in this expectancy which they
described as-tho "coming of the Lord."
"Tho Lord will' come," was tho dally
salutation used-,by them.
It must hayo, given color and mean¬

ing to everything they did. Every step
they took In jifa brought them a little
nearer to that great end and purpose.
If they set out on a voyage, as thoy
turned their eyes away from the fad¬
ing shore and looked across the broad
waters, they seemed to bo sailing ovit
to meet tholr coming Lord. If two of
them parted' from .each other, not
knowing when * (if ever) they wero tó
meet again,. their parting word of hope
was, "The..-Lord' Is at hand." 'If one of
them, moved into a inew dwelling, as ho
entered, into »the ; door, ¡of what was to
be his' future"'horno;uits very rooms be¬
came sacred .toi him; because in them
lie was fö weíco'cpe 'Christ when he appear¬
ed. -"Now., is' o'n-T .'salvation nearer than
when,'we'Orst believed.'.' These words
which then fell from tho .lips of the
apostles expressed the feeling and the
power which always lay uppermost ili
the apostles' hearts.
.And it has been this expectation of
the coming of the Lord, which, ever
since the days of the apostles, has al¬
ways been tho'. true Inspiration of the
Christian world. Tho noblest souls have
always believed that humanity was ca¬

pable of containing, and was sure
sooner or later to receive a larger and
deeper infusion of the divine. Tho
promise of Christianity is as yet but
half fulfilled. All that mis been done
Is only a prelude of what Is yet to be.
This is tho faith of every Christian

reformer. This is what- has made it
easy for souls Who loved the associa¬
tions of the past, as much as any other,
to cut loose from them and sail out
upon the unknown seas. It has not been
mere wllfulness. It is really tho pro-
foundest faith. It has dared to think
of human history and life.not as some
vast flat plain, on which men wandered
pleasantly ""(perhaps), but aimlessly.
always coming ' back .at last to their
dead camp-flies.but as a flight of
shining stairs, up which men wore to
strugglo with cagor toll to meot tho
day of the Lord, which was waiting for
them at tho top.
And as these noblo souls havo thus"

thought of tho world's history, so the
most earnest men and women havo
thought of thejr own lives. Tho power
of any. ilfo lies In Its expectancy. What
do you hope for? ('What do' you expect?
Tho answer to tlicso questions.is tho
measure of the degree In which a man
Is living.
Ho who can say, "Tho Lord Is at

hand. I am expecting a higher, deeper,
more pervading mastery of Christ;" we
know lie Ik thoroughly nllvo, find In tho
fullest eonse of tho word.
Ono of tho great signs of strong Ufe

In such a man will bo the way In, which
ho loaves his past. What a difference
thero is In men about that! Somo inen
are always drJvon out of tholr past,
louvo It only because they must go
forth from ttielr past, bacuuso they are

weary and alsgUBted' with It, and are
witling for any change. Other mon leave
their past full of honor and full of grat¬
itude for tho blessings given and the
equipment, which it has given tliem for
their futuru life; but full1 also of tho
attraction of that future which beckons
them on towards a nearer vision of tho
Lord, /

It 'Is tho last Sunday of 3905, Tho
year -which came tu.iis all 'fresh and
young, Is old and woufry now. And be¬
fore next Sunday a Njbw Year will come

to crowd him from Ms place. It Is not
mere habit, but a natural and proper
Instinct, .which, calls on us to pause nnd
stand between tho Now Year and the
old, between the living and the dead
und listen us they speak one to tin:
other.
The Old Year «aya to tho Now Year,

"Take this man luid show him .greatai
UiimuSaa-a I,,lia-ve Umií,J¡¿¿l^M,.sbßÄ

Seed Thoughts for the New Year
Complied by Rev. Dr. J.B.Taylor.

Does each day upon its wing IP"" r

Its allotted burden bring? T' .,r
Load it not beside with sorrow

Which belongeth to the morrow, f -^
"Keep me-^-My Ood!
My boat is so small and the ocean is so wide 1"

(Brenton Fisherman's Prayer.)
"They who tread the path of labor,
Follow where my feet have trod." ,

''

(H. Vandyke) jp /¦

"Love is never wasted." ^vr-^
IM !- V

"There is nothing so powerful as exainple ;
We put others straight
By walking straight ourselves" -gf'

"Let the world be better.brighter
For your having trod its way ; #~

Let your light be seen from far, «»r
Ere sinks life's little day." ...¦;"

\ "All the way to heaven is heaven."
(Cannon Farrar)

j-:_
him. You must bo for him a richer,
fuller day of tho Lord than I could be."
Tho Now Year says to the old: "I

will take lilm and do for hím tho best
I can. But that will bo only possible
in regard to. tho preparation which you
have made, and only bocauso of what
you have done' for lilm already."
Ohl my frlendsl the old year Is slip¬

ping back behind us. We cannot stay
It If wo would. Wo must go forth and
leave our past.
Let us go" forth, then, nobly. Let us

gó as thoso whoso greater thoughts
and greater deeds await beyond. Let
us go humbly, solemnly, bravely as

those must go who go to meet their
Lord.
With firm, quiet, serious steps, full of

faith, full of hope, lot us go to moat
lilm and tho coming year which He
brings with Him. It we aro only obe¬
dient, Ho will mako us by tho disci¬
pline of all the years," fit for Ills visible
presorice, and for that everlasting world,
where we shall "see Him as He. Is,"
and worship Him forever.

It Is gratifying to observe that tho
President left,f..B corps of detectives be¬
hind him when he Went to his Vlrgiiiia
country place the other day. Thero Is
absolutely ao uso for. them, a^d Vor
presence would offend the suaceptlbi It cb

of many persons/ On "his remote Virginia
farm Mr, Roosevelt is as safólas if h«
were surrounded by an army.Baltimore
Sun.. ..

Of course ho Is safe. That goes without
saying. But they tell us that the charm
about his Virginia home to tho President
is that the people do not burden him w.tn

attentions. They do not dog his tracks
nor stare him and tho family out of

countenance when they go about. Thoy
treat Mr. Roosevelt as an agreeable
neighbor and not as a high-cockalorum.

Speaker, Cannon says that the world is
all right and is, steadily growing better.
And yet, as a contemporary points out, he
has Congress' right there In front of

him all day. Queer, Isn't it? What ex¬

travagant optimism would Uncle Joe In¬

dulge in if ho had half a chanco to asso¬

ciate with men who are not Congress¬
men? .

According to the Houston Post, a Nor¬
wegian scientist has discovered a process
by which a. man can get a Jag for fifteen
cents in about fifteen seconds. Securely
copyrighted, and liberally advertised,
there ought to be a fortuno in It.

Simply t-eca'use the cut of tho Fair¬
banks Jib has occasionally been criticised,
that Justifies nobody In characterizing
the senator's presidential aspiration as

a queer llttlo Jib-boom.

If, as the Into Mr. Pope observed,
"worth makes the man, and want of It
tho fellow," wo would UJco to know what
Longworth makos..Charleston News and
Courier.
Longfellow. And now.for a really hard

one:- Í, ..

If Mr. Hornung has really wrltton his
laat-ßtory of tho Amateur Cracksman, wo

suggest as his next title the Adventures
of McSturdy, tho Life Insurance Bur¬

glar.
Finding her picture oii a sauvage ad¬

vertisement young Mrs. Thaw feels all
cut up..New York World. f~
Doggono such luck, anyway, j'

Simply to stlmulate*tradlng In an off

Wood's Seed Book
FOK1906

is ono of tho hanikomeHt and
most valuable publications of
the kind-issued. The useful
and practical hints contained
iu the annual iBBues ofWood'»
Seed Book make it a most,
valuable help to all Funners
and Gardeners and H has long «

been recognized as an up-to«date authority on ail >

Gardon and Farm Seeds,
particularly for southern planting.
Wood'« 8ood Book.mailed'
free to Farmers and Gardeners
upon request. Write for it.

T.W. Wood& Sons, Seedsmen,
RICHMOND, . VIRGINIA.

Farmers requiring large «nmiitlths of Qr«aaund Clovsr Seeds. 8«ad Oats, Saad
Poluto»», etc., are reçinested (o writ«

W «Jieclal X'rlee Mot.

hour, M. Witte might ring up Sultan
Abdul and offer to swap a crisis for an

ultimatum,

That rustió you hear is your next-door
neighbor preparing to turn over a few
now leaves. Of course this does not apply
to you, neighbor.
And now approaches tho first of Jan¬

uary, when those ante-Christmas bil.s
which wo ran up so lightly will bt-gln com¬

ing homo to roost.

Most Santa Clauses should have suc¬

ceeded by now In getting most of the
chlmnoy-soot out of their hair.

Doubtless that rich Ithaca woman who
married her coachman will lose no time
In wresting tho reins from him.

It Is the unhappy lot of the sexton to
find himself very ofleu In a gravo situa¬
tion.

The Virginia vet -who refused $7,000
back pension Is obviously among the
select few who do not need tho money.

Every man has his price, and a good
many of them seem to be getting it.

New Year Résolutions.
The year has galloped all awuy,
Until, as sure as you're "alive,

We've reached the ver-* hindmost â&Y
Of dying Nineteen Hundred Five,

Out, out wo ring It slowly now,
In Joy or.sorrow, mirth or grief.

But pause! Let's mako- our yearly vow,
And turn our yearly leaf.

Let's swear to be polite, aye, sweet,
"To bring our smoking to a, stop,
And as for llcker Cwet or nono,
To never, never touch a drop;

Rarely to stay out late at night,
To bo o'er lavish tö our wives,

To do each blooming thing that's right,
And lead some brand new lives.

New Year Resolves! How fast they
mount!

I've made, in years gone by, a sheaf;
And it would take ten men to count,
The times I've turned another loaf.

I'm doing It again this yenr,
Just 'cause, through habit old, I must;

Poor frail resolves! I deeply fear
I make you but to bust.

¡ H. S. H.

Merely Joking
Backstairs Gossip..Mary, tho house-

maid (to her friend): "Wo 'ave matins at
our church." "That's nothing; wo 'ave
linoleum all up tho aislo, and they burns
Insects at both services.".London News.

The Difference.."Seo here!" cried the
editor, "did I understand you to tell that
caller that any old lilng would bo proper
ovonlng dress for a gentleman?" "No,
Indeed," replied the correspondence edi¬
tor, "he asked me what would bo the
proper ovonlng dress for a 'gent.' ".
Philadelphia ledger..
The Same Shape.."What havo you In

tho shapo of hickory nuts?" Inquired tho
customer. "Nothing except nutmegs,
ma'am," repllod. tho new- and obliging
grocery olork..Milwaukee Sentlnol.

In a Different Class..Wagner had just
finished "Oootterdammerung." "Won¬
derful!" we exclaimed, ecstatically.
"Pretty fair," he said, "but have you
hoard what Harrlman has to say about
Ryan?".New York World.
Perhaps,."A,great many authors lose

on being put Into English." "I suppose
that's why no one has .ever attompted
to' translate ' Henry James."-.Houston
Chronicle.

Sometimes Unavoidable,."Do you be¬
lieve' In marrying a girl for her money?"
"Not as a gonerul thing, but sometimes
that's tho only way you can got It away
from her,".Cleveland Leader,
He Shied,."I have nothing but praise

for our now minister." "So I notlcod
when tho plate came around.".Chicago
Journal, ..

Oregonian Enthusiasm.
Tlie latest caso of Bippoyer Is reported

from Oregon,'where spmebody proposes a
national dime subscription for a wedding
present for Miss Alice Roosevelt. A dis¬
patch says that It 1m expected that IS0O.0O0will bo raised. Hotter give the money to
the Hnlvation Army..Boston Olobe.
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Soporific.
"My dear Mrs. Sharp." said the Rev,

Pondrus-Taivkor, "why do you not Induce
your husband lo come to church with
you?" ».

*'Oi niy gracious! It would never do
In the world. Jlo snores terribly."

-.-«-,. |
Stimulating.

Tell me, doctor*, what la platonlo love?'»
''It is.well, it creates an appetite, Hko

MiS-^LVJiXrJSiS Rlf«i"

tViem of the
Virginia Editors

Mr. Goode's Reminiscences.
The announcement th Th eTImes-Dls«

patch yesterdny that Ht. John Cöode,
"tho Orand Old Man ot Virginia,'' lins
sent a volume of fcmlnlBcences to the
printer, will doubtless be extremely in¬
teresting to tho people of tho locality
In which ho lias spent so many of the
most activo years of his life. Tho sole
survivor of tho Confederate Congress,
and of tho more rigorous struggles pre¬
ceding the political rebirth of Virginia
after tho war, with eighty years of stress
behind him, triumphant over tho Inter¬
mittent efforts 6f persistent newspaper
correspondents to kill him off, Is again
.renewing His hc<mmntance In Norfolk.
Ho moves about It With the same spright¬
ly step and responsive smllo and ready,quip that distinguished his visits ton
years ago..Norfolk Dispatch.

The Faithful Steward.
Mr. Philander C. Knox Is now desig¬

nated as tho lending advocato of th»
President's rate policy In tho tíenate.
Mr. Knox was at one time a member
of tho President's Cabinet-he was At¬
torney-General. Mr. Quay, a senator
from Pennsylvania, died, and Mr.- Knox
resigned his Cablnot position to acceptthe appointment of senator In Mr. Quay's
place, tendered him by Governor Penny-
packer.
What aro the circumstances of this

appointment? Tho newspapers oí the
day said that ft conference wtts held
botween Governor -Ponnypuekcr and' Mr.
Cassait, of the Pennsylvania Railroad,
at Mr. Cassatl's country placo, when
a number of corporation magnates wero
present, and Mr. KnCx was chosen, end
upon their choleo ho was appointed, is
It not roasonablo to suppose, under the
circumstance, that Mt. Knox was known
to bo in favor of most everything th«
corporations wanted, especially tho Penn¬
sylvania, Railroad? If so. how funny to
sec tho great and all-absorbing question
mt rato and rebates in such bunds. An
5sfo.nt In tho hand of a nurso employed
to kill It would fare as well..Staunton
Spectator.

Overworked Phrases.
"Along theso lines," It Is a convenient

expression, but much overworked. You
hoar it In conversation; you hear It in
public speeches; you see It in publlo
print, till you aro heartily tired of It.
In a recent speech In this city by a dis-
tlngulslicd gentleman, wo arc euro that
he employed tho phrase at least twenty
tiniuB. Let us try to ilnd .seme other
expression along these lines to take Its
place..Times-Dispatch.
This phrase Is hardly as much over¬

worked as the equally absurd and tire¬
some one, "in this connection." "Point
willi pride" and "view wTlh alarm" held
their position for.ilfleen or twenty years;
but all except the very'anliest-of writers
and Speakern now seem to bo; willing to
let them die. "It Is up to" has been
worn to rags, and should be kicked out..
Amherst Progress.

Virginia Oyster Laws.
Considering tho complaint In Virginia

that tho oyster Industry Is going to th«
dogs under the present laws, it Is in¬
teresting to see the Bnltlnioro News
urging Maryland to follow Virginia's ex-
ample In oyster legislation in'view of
"tho growth of the oyster Industry In.
that State (Virginia) and the steady, gain
to the public revenue," Wo can assure
the News that the condition of the oyster
industry In Virginia is not ideal. The
difficulty Is-to enforce the law» for the
protection of 'the bods'..Norfolk Land¬
mark. .'..

Shall Taxes Be Reduced?
We are not aware of any extensiv»

popular demand for a reduction of taxa¬
tion. Of course, If the State's revenues
are such as to admit of a reduction of
taxes without hindering Improvements
which are recognized as imperatively
necessary, the reduction-should be made,
and the people will appreciate It. It must
bo remembered, however, that the new
administration Is going Into power under
distinct promises to Inaugurate schemes
of public Improvement. These promises*
relate specifically to our roads Tihd
schools. The .proposition to reduce taxa¬
tion did not figure prominently In tho
lato campaign. Wo aro not aware that
uny candidate based his claim to popular
support upon such an Idea..Danville
Register.

The Kremlin.
The Kremlin Is the citadel In Moscow,

Russia. It Is 000 years old. It is a tri¬
angular lnclosuro, 7,280 feet in circumfer¬
ence, fortified with battlementcd walls.
It contains the Imperial palace'and the
three cathedrals of tho Assumption, the
Annunciation and Archangel Michael. In
the first,. prior to Petor tho Great, tho
rulers of Russia were crowned; In the
second they were baptized and married;
In the third they were burled. In it also
are tho miracle monastery, the tower,
383 feet hlgli, which was erected 1500-1UOO,
from the windows of which Napoleon saw

the city burned, and. the great bell at
the foot of the tower. The bell is sixty-
live feet around, twenty-five feet high and
weighed 440,000 pounds. It was cast la
1783 by order of Empress Anne, It fell
and was burled dntll 1836. A piece which
weighed eleven tons wan broken off by
tho fall. It was never rung. Tho great
palace, within the Kremlin, dates from
the middle of the present century. In It
are tho hall of St. Georgo, Aioxnnder
hall, tho hall ot St. Androw and tlio
throne-room, These range from 100 U) 200
feet long, sixty-eight feet wide and from

fifty-eight to sixty-eight feet high. Tn
the treasury aro ancient jewels and plate
and regalia and tho thrones of the last
Emperor of Constantinople and of the old
Persian Shahs and tho coronation robes..
Kansas City Star.

TheImplement Co.
Vkre Headquarters for

Fencing'
Roofing
Barb Wire
Poultry Netting'

-.Write for prices and cata¬
logue, Wo carry one of the
largest and best stocka of

Farm
Implements

In the South and can save you
money on your .purchases.
Whatever you need, write V»
tor priées.

The Implement Co.,
1302 Main Streit,

RICHMOND, « ...VIRGINIA,
Wa can give you special bar¬

gains In FARM WAGQN8 and
BUQGieB. Rest maltes; low
prices.
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